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Abstract

Ancient Tamil literature views nature not merely as a backdrop for human life but as a
vital entity interconnected with morality. Manimekalai, one of the five great Tamil epics, stands
out as a profound treatise on Ecological Ethics and Biodiversity. This study explores the
environmental perspectives embedded in the epic, comparing them with contemporary works
like Silappathikaram, Purananuru, and Thirukkural. By analyzing themes of water
management, non-violence, and disaster awareness, this paper establishes Manimekalai as a

pioneering text for Social Ecology.
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LU6YsH &H(HSHE&LD (Abstract)

LI HSLOILD @)6V85\ WLITBIS 6T @ WMem 860U Qeumild LD6of155
ampelmamer  ereoteoollwimags LB SMGST060,  meluGer(
LY eorenf1L1LN er600T H 55 @ o Wjg FHEHWTHC6U Gumrmmlu|eTereor.
SINEUIMRISTULINLMBISEH6T 66TMTeT  LO6eollGL&emey, 'GGL6adlLisy  mLd’
(Ecological ~Ethics) MM ' ullJLliLestemnln’  (Biodiversity) @GMISEHILT GCLSLD
QLLOLOIT60T U168 &H(HEWLEVIDTEHS FELRMS. @ &5 (Hen,
6o 1GDSGemeVUIL  QUITHHEHIETET  SFHMFGL FTIHS LTT6USM6T
IG60T FLOGHITEV BITGLSETITET FleVLILIS ST, LMBITerm WHmID & e E&meT
AHWeaummiLer @UILG WITU&SmE. BT GLEUTEoTend, Q& TeLEVTENLN
(SIHhems) oM CulLy elWlliLjeoorye] GUTETM & HLIGLIMTIH6TH 6L
LUGLILTUIG QFUIeISET ep6euld, 'FeNsg:E @Ledluley’ (Social Ecology) 6Tedild
GHEMLUMLIQMEG DeoIGINGHemMeY  6TelaIMMI 6@  (NTGETTY. BTV
AleThRIGH MG TS @elylile] BlmieSHmsl.

SMVFQEMMS&6T: 2 Wiljliueremin, BT GleumeooTemld, @Lpedluley  mLD,

FONGHF GLP6OIWIG.

PETEIED T
LPBSALT aumrpelulsy 6feTlg @Umen&CWTH @emWbsd
QMpeWeT@GWD. &FmH&S @eEHWBISGET  (WHL STUNWMBISET  alem]

QuImenGemUWL] GUTMMIAGID, MGl UMTSSTUUSID 6@H &HeO6eVWITU
IMOTEHES SHOHSLLULLE. GOIUUTS, FHEM60F SFMSHSTTT  @uimmlwl
weooflG&Eemev  STULNWWD, QUMES AMSHT PSS GLoeduley
alwulwbigsemer W& pmsll CUEHMSI.
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@&&L ey, eoIGn&EmeUIy 2 6TaT GGLedW6) &H56060TH M6,

N sl QeuvsRumsGarm(h @U@ allfleurs ormiiSms.

QWMen&mWE QG eUNMSHL CLITmMmIS el

solLpT LOILIev ST WmbIg 6T @ WIMEm 8560 QIMLDEH G
QHTLEBIGHeTmerr. DeoflGnsemevuiledr  STUIBTVMeT  FleulILSH ST
@muilm, HEIsGET WHMID el GUTMHMISH M. LneoflGLGem6eVUlaLD
@Qumensuiler  FmmLD oM QFPLL S uwemel L0 & 61Tl 60T
RWHHSCSHTHILD, neTereofledr Ll FCWMHILD QSTLILUGSS LM S 60Tmeor.

"SHVET ITFT QFHIGCHMTL eupelleld MsHeuy CBTedrL
wedleyenLsd smTwllemin efl&by gleflomp 2 6u&sWL @eulbLD"

(BTeng 22: aUiflgeT 208-210) D600l GLOSEM6V

"wroeypy CUTHMSID wWLIWeN GCuUTHMISIL BIWLEHBT Geued
2 VARMG 3 6aueiT6efGLIM6L CLOGLBIETM HTETSHTEHSE GVITEOT" (LDMHIGH6V

QIMPSSILT UML6: aulfl 7-9) Al ILG &ML

DeMPeMWLS QSUIINTEHL CUTMHMIEIGID, WM GCUITUSHSHTL 2 608D
Wuld  ereTUGID @@ STUNWMBSEBN  (LNETEMaIHEGID  GLITSI6TeoT

GLPedeL MLIDMEGLD.

2 WIGrmbusID 2 ulFLLI6eTemoW|LlD (Biodiversity)

D6l IGLDGEM6V QUL MIGSID  (LNSHETENDWITET MDD "G1&TeVEVITETLD".
@@ @GOV LNEDOTL VLD (Ecosystem) QFWILILITEG @ @H&HE G6uevor(h LOITEOTIT6,
IBIGeTem  smensgs 2 Wlflormserlh  FFdlerm  eump Geusvor(hLb.
LD60oT 1 BN S Em6VUIIEY 'GLLIGHT6T LisGremeldh &HMEHHS SIS, eN6eVnIE HeVeiT
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LMHMID GLPedluiey Fnmlenevenulll GCLIEMIGIESET 60 WLIMTETIOMELD.

"2 WNTEHQ&Tem6V BHHNID 2aTaTIOMIS B (HSYILD
QFWLMISS PRIBW Fvg STH"

(BTG 24: 6uifls6T 104-105)L060011GLO &5 6016V

"S5 6OTNE0T QUIHSHHMNGSS HMeTLn) FHmeor_6vor LImedT

GTMRIMBIEUTLD 3LEBHLD DIIHET" (GHMET 6TevoT: 251)

N o wWlisemers Q&merm ST 2 Lemey euemliLgl @ umens
AMEHMSG THITTEH  TOTLIENS 6UTEPUBLD FTSHSETTHLD  RMHEFT
61601 U] 01 85 1B 60T M 6T 1T

BFeuerl LMSISTLUL LD 2 6wrey 2. MUSTH LD

"©_GUOTLY Q&ETHSSTH 2 ulg QaEMTHSHTCH" 6T6OT LIS
Lneof1GLn&GemeuuiledT HMIS% WHH T, 2 60016y 2 MUSHEG g LiLenL HIHLD
BleopCL. LIFILILNeoof] B SHID 6TedTLS Qeumild Feng:s Q&mevor(h oL (HLD6VeL,
3 Blevsemswd Bengw b Fflumsll UweTUmSSI6US6T 6llemeTe]nmELD.

"LO6DOTLY.6001] MV S UMTLDCEUTTE Q&6EVEVITLD

2 qorly QEMOSSTT 2 WNITASETOHSSTCH" (HMemg 11: eufl&eT 95-96)

"B mlevemin LeoorflIGWMT FFevor(h

2 Ll 2 u@p UenLEHF CeormCr'(LMLev: 18, eufl&eiT: 19-20)uymib

Lobrarmmle  GLyevallermT]  Jamieugid,  neofllGlngemeuuiey
FaHevend: Famialgid aTCm. Benrs CHHH BevsCHTH @) 606vorLILIeUGe6T
2 Wemyll UemLLILIeeT efedr@Pma ST GLedlwisy SjmlLb.
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LOGVITEUGITRIG@HLD SHTEUFL LIMSI&TLILLD

LD6oof1GLD&em6V SMTUILNWSH 6T L6V BlSHLDaIS6T '2 alalerTld' eTeTLiLI(HLD
LL6HBF MG IGeuBIL BL SR GTMET. LSTT BHISH 6T @umensd eTldlemneud
FUSHOTTT alfes@G0  alFld, SIHHTV  IDHHET  STeUIBI&GT S

Q&Moo (BIHS LMemme ST BB MmSI.

"unFenlll UFUlbien UeflBf (WSFH I 6U6ETITLY60T (LNITSYILD
UATHIAGLW STHA&HEMHSSH eucor(hesor [HMILOVT emeUuGHW

LEMLQSTMIN" (STemS 3: 6Ulfl&H6T 161-163) LO6v0T1CLO & 6MI6V

"QSMTRIEGCHT UMDHMSE EHFenms S &ML QFLLINTSI

&L Sl QLMPICOM" (UITL6V: 2)(& MO Tens

aeT(NHEBID LLEGHEBID ReTCMMTOLTTM Q& Meor(heTem 2 _Mmey
(Pollination) LMMILD leumnleoT QUIMLpeN L LM&ISTLL G5

D600 1GLN&EMEVWLD FHRISL LIML6VSHEHD HasGHEHINMSL CLIS 5 6dTme6or.

SLVEFMT GLedlWwev (Marine Ecology)

D60l IGDGEM6Y @[H &HLeVeUdlll Liweoorss SMULWID.  LneoflLIcuevels
Fal, Fmauss Hea CumeTm BlevUFLLSseneT allendk@&GLCUTS, SLMEGMIE
GV (QBUWISEV) WMHMID &HLeS gmhUBmLID TMHMBEIGEETE FMHEHETTT
GOUN@SOIT. UsTH B&HEILD SHLeVT Q&SmeTeTlUL L QFUS), @) e6Tenmul
'&L6V DL L 2 Uufe| (Sea Level Rise) GUTETM @GLLeNuley CUILISHEHHE (b

QUTLITMMIEF FMEOTMMGSLD.

"HIT& HeoTeorm(®H HOH&E&R TN THW Lemsallemer Feallemeorll LIWILDLIGY
TS sLeveuWIM LUEsg @ &smailfll UL Igerd" (STeng 29: eulflser

20-22) LD600T1GLO & 6016V MARCH - APRIL
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"WLLTE Fpufer uULgerd QUM eumfl(pil  SalhsHev

auwm&Geny elw" (eurfl 218) LILI960TLILITEM6V

LU&sTT BHISHT QFPIIMLES Famid LLIQeTLILITmenEE Wmmms,
L0600t I BLD G606V 560T Wlemalss (GLedluley IDMMMLID) SaMBMS. @UINENEE
FmmmIsG6T efle aimpemel eTliLlg WTHMIWNGEGID aaTUSNES ©)SIGa

FTeoT M.
STH&HEHD FHeauld QFWILLD @)L MSEHLD

LIcooTemL_ WL SMTVESH60 STHISHET PeuMm eIeTINMSHS & ([HSLILIL L 60T
Snal&HeT  SMHHM6ETES SHIsGT  aMpPelllIomsEs Q&ML ery. @)
SMTH&meT SPGHTINN LMSISETHGD @@ DenmUNSHIOTET  @GLedlulsy
BLOIGSGMSWTS SemDbhEHS. LeollGnsameuillsy  eu@dl &OHSTLG
CGHMLLID (FHHJaUTINEH GC&HMLLLID) Ll 6 ILIBHS &TLIHG

FH551&ELILGSMS!.

"LIgeUf 2.emmwb euerdlgl eumsedledr Fellemeor LOMEE 6T

SeOOUTLTT 33,56960T" (HMTEMG 6)|19.56T: 195 - 196

"Wpevemev eflWedrLjeuld LU eTemev CGUTGHW eTHl6LHeML LI

L&GCL" BMbIGMIBIMILITLE) 6T600T: 440 LIML 6V B|L&H6T: 1 - 2

EQ!,DBSB': @,mc\ﬂu.lgum LIS 19 evor] fjés&@Lb (Social Ecology)

@GLedley  eTedTLIZEI Qeumild STH&Gem6TWd  LOFMHISemeTLd
FTihHS Sl L BHLO6L6V; Loeol & FWNSTWS T 6L goHuU@LD
JgHMSSTLHEHEHD  (GLP6edlWwel FlOFBlemevenWL UMHEHGID 6rerLeng
LeulIGLHM6V FHITDIGHHINSG NeT&EGH M. LUF qaTUS @R FeN&EF
& Lpedley F&E60. MARCH - APRIL
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UMIMOWIMEY W&HSH6ET uMBHLCUNTS, euTsHeT IIMSHHHSI
SaUMIMTI&H6T; & RLHOLIEHE QUMMSEF  FLOFHlemevenW WD
UMTH &G eetm STUNWL &SHSIHmS.

"SI MUL 9Nl&GWD; eNlWLLL QsmeusD; 96585 seuedlll

QuplbLjemetor e9(h2-LD; [HTEUOT] 600 SHemeTwld; LOMG6vorLdlev

FeaHGID" (BTG 11: 6Ufl&H6T 76-78)L0600T I GLO & 6M6V

"SHMIUTT HMeL LFDHMEL SLILFmW

LTHMIUTT MMeSeT LN6dr (GHMmeT eTevor: 225)

LIS eooll eTedTLIG! D60flE 2 Lemev DL (HLD6V6V, UG QIMWLD FeN&E
GG FMHEHEGID LMD Q&ML SWSSHTL epevld LS

PE&EGag aaTUg, FeN&HESMESE FramnsGlh @@ Gl FIHmssID'

(Ecological Reformation) &i,@&LD.

Blevll LeollgIplh @GHLedlwev SLILD: neorllcveveus ey

(Eco-Sanctity)

Q6T  HTVSEH 'Lellgd: STHISG6T (Sacred Groves) — 6T60TM)
MP&ESLILGILID @ LIBIGET, LIPBIGTVSEFHE 06flHs5 SHemeunenm Heoorl s
@QLBIGTTEHEL LUTHSTHSLILLL6T. evfllevelsd $He| UEHSHMEWQST(H
ST Bleoliuglunsgd FS55FeELHUGGMS. SmIGeTeT @uimens 6rbley
L0601 BFT&HEMTeV DMEFLILITINE @QLILMGE FrsserTy aflwbas UmT@Q&Smmy.

"SeUTI06VT Blembs SMbby Geveh&
Loy QuUmilens CHMINS ereIb@uUWIF
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LLIFN L6 nGlienuiledr eurmbGgeor"

(&HMemnd 11: aUfl&H6T 42-44) D600 GLOEEM6V
"Yeollgs SGHCHer TLILgG SemerLudl(pLd
SIMEUTID QFELLIGU &L 66T CL6eUoT" (LIML6V: 15)|&BTERmmI

‘neooflLieveveus  Heallev GCHEMUNGHIL QUM L6l SHLDMeTSH TS5
HMHSLLUGUST, ImIGeTer  Boblemeowld  oSemerd Somlujerer
SMEUIBIGEHN FeMSHELILILTINN LUTHSTHSLILHS 6Tmer. 'Liedfl&HLI0D' 6T6edrm
QuUWIflev QUIMENs euehIG6TE CFSLILIMSSTINE &HMTEHEGWD GLD6VTEITE0LN

(PemmenW D6of GGV 2 TS ST M.

W96 60T

neoolIGnGemev  STUNWID  STLGIWL  Geduley  eTeTlg  Qeumild
@QUWMENS  QUTEIITENET 36V6V; Gl L6FHeT GQUIMemEHCWT(H  6TeeUTm
@emeoorESl UMy GeueooT(Hh eTedTm eumbelluley QBMIWMGWD. 'L LI 6oof]
Bea, '2 WFsasmme HHSEH6V, 'HIeusTl UTS&TLL' WHMID 'QUDenSE
EmmiiseT GMSEE aNPILILeorTe) UHU MeTHSIN 6ol lGL&Hemeuuilev
QUM B SleTemer. FVLILHSTIL, HMHEHEGmeT, LmBrmearm Cumerm LiIm

@QERWBIGECTTH  @UUIGWLEUTs, SWIPFHET  &HTeVlD  &HTeVITS

Qumensamws Smiseaflear 2 ulMsEE Blsrmsll  CummM  eubSIeTeTerT
GTEOTLIG LIeVeoTTHRME. @ 6etTemnmil 2 eusGeaTmallll QeulILnWIDMEH) &LP6dl6,
LD6ooTIGLDGEM6Y (LNEITEMAIEGLD 'Sienes gl 2 UINTSH6TILSSID & ([Hen 6o 6T60Tm

GHEMLUMCL 2 vem&s &HMHG @Cr aublwm@GL.
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S16M600T HITMHLIL LG UI6:

0600l 1GLOGHEMEY CLNEV(NLD (BDLIG 2 emTUD - LIGLT 2 .Gel.

Frllprens Wi USILIL.

. SUPT G - (LNEM6TAIN 6.6T61V. LIGTe TOFevalld, SLALPL
LIV&H06VHEHPEHLD, SHEHEFTEY,T.
SINQUGRISTULWMBISEL @umens - (peneTell @IT.
@) 61T MBI (& LD 60T.
FHIG @GR WSH GHLEIUI6L MDD - (Nen6TeUT &. LIEHSFMMHISLN.
LhSAILT BILUUTFET (NeMM&HEHLD @Gelwaiin - GUIT. /. &Ll
QILLIQuIm.
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