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Abstract

The contribution of women poets in Sangam literature holds a significant place in the history
of Tamil classical poetry. In particular, the Palai Thinai poems of Kurunthokai vividly portray
the inner emotions, psychological states, ethical values, and social positions of women during
the Sangam period. Through their poetic expressions, the women poets depicted the subtleties
of love, separation, modesty, and fidelity with profound emotional depth and refined linguistic
beauty. This paper examines the eighty-four Palai Thinai poems of Kurunthokai with a special
focus on the works of prominent women poets such as Othalantaiyar, Avvaiyar, Vellivithiyar,
Kachip&ttu Nannakayiyar, Siraikkudi Anthaiyar, and Karuviir Otha Naniyar. Their verses not
only highlight the emotional and moral dimensions of womanhood but also reveal the
poetesses’ intellectual perception of love and life in harmony with nature and tradition. The
analysis reveals that these women poets transformed personal feelings into universal human
experiences, linking individual emotion with collective culture. Their poetry gives voice to the
silenced aspects of women’s lives and stands as a powerful testimony to the cultural and literary
agency of women in early Tamil society. Thus, the Palai Thinai poems of Kurunthokai emerge
as invaluable cultural documents reflecting the aesthetic, emotional, and social consciousness

of women poets in the Sangam age.

Keywords: Kurunthokai, Palai Thinai, Women Poets, Femininity, Sangam Literature,

Emotions, Culture, Aesthetics.
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