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Abstract

Tamil literature has maintained a close relationship with nature from the Sangam
period to contemporary times. Nature is not merely presented as a background to human life;
it is portrayed as an integral part of human existence, culture, emotions and social life. Sangam
literature particularly reflects a profound ecological consciousness through the concept of
Thinai, in which geographical landscapes, flora, fauna, occupations and human emotions are
interconnected. The literary representation of mountains, forests, agricultural lands, coastal
regions and arid landscapes demonstrates the intimate relationship between human beings and
their natural surroundings. Classical Tamil works also emphasize the importance of rain, water,
agriculture, trees and other natural resources. Modern Tamil literature, responding to
industrialization, urbanization, deforestation, pollution and climate-related concerns, has
transformed this traditional ecological consciousness into a critique of environmental
degradation. This article examines the continuity and transformation of ecological thought in
Tamil literature and explores how literary texts contribute to environmental awareness and
sustainable living. It argues that Tamil literary traditions offer valuable ethical perspectives for

contemporary environmental protection.

Keywords: Nature, Environment, Ecological Consciousness, Sangam Literature, Thinai,

Environmental Protection, Sustainability, Tamil Literature.
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LOMID SLOHSOTOWE FTFHSSTHED, LIMemev Blevd eumL Flemnwl
QaueaflliL(B S SIS THE|LD SNLDHSICTENSI. @HOTMT) FhISGHS SHLOLDTE6T
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FHIG @evsHWmIsG6TlaD DM BlevsHer audlumg alllev, HIeU6TLD,
2 1pa|, Geuermeoorenln &Hulemel ellifleumsll LS e Q& uwliLL (heTeTeor.
bengs FMyms GeueTmeooremld (NemM&6T SWILKledT QUTIHETTSTY
aMpelledT  eMWINTS G (BHSET. @&V  [HIHlemeVSHemaTL
LUMSISTLLS 6TeoTLUS Qeumild @uImensd Ll LIMTSISTLL DL (HLD6V6V; Sl

FENG QUITLDEDGUW|LD 2 600T6Y LI LIMSIS ML LIWLD LIMSH&STLLSTGSLD.

Gedlwey umgemeuuiley BT  eTeoTLS SeollHs euemnms WL (D
SMSLLLTING, Weflsiser, smaupgmser, eelevm@Gaser WmmiD
GeUETITEoOTEM LD 3L H LI MEMM &) 60)1600TE G LD (NS U @ UIMEN S U6TLOMTE S

FHHSLILL Geuevor(hLD. @) 6Ten ML GLp6dlev BT Blenevss et

ASRTNGEHEILRS0, Blevssly HBIWLLLID Gomse, Lawpbr
GsiflliL @eveumemln GUMeTM LITF&FIemneorser HallTLnem L [HSl6TeTeot.

@bmlemevuiley LphsEL @evsHlwmisetfley  smeorliLimn  Bifleor
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Beleor LA @6V & WEIS 6L &M MIF @ L6V F & 860 86T

Q& MHELLOUILNTE &6V, HSJOWLNTEH 6, S mlefluiev—
QaTLHIL LI  eueTIEF HUWemel 6ells aIMpHmeHUI  Liey
(WeTGeTMMMIGEMET gMHLbBSH W 6Temer. CHCauemeTUIn, @UMENs
66T 185 6rfl 60T B\ 55 L1 WL TeoT & [J600T L_6YI &G LD 3|6m6l
SHTTeoor D& U 6Tereot. HTHGH6T PGS LILGIGH6, JmIG6T IDME&HFLGHIS,
GeuaTmeoor  BleVMIGET GLQUWIBLILSETTS WTMI&HD, QSTLIMHEFTm6VEH
&l s6T, Mo Wr&UT@H, LeTmevigss LiwetUmh GUmeTmenel Heieor

FENGHSH 6T (NHH U &MHMIEF GO LNTFF6060TSH6TITE 2_6ITET6T.

@ FFHH0G6T Haler S @evsERWSH D LNTH L6 & eormeot. Hafeor
Len L L1UmeflaeT @umengdenl p&EIusy CHmeHeev L (HLDEVEVITLO6,
WSS ILMRWM aumpalLomse|n, UMTHESLUIUGWN 2 WJEFEGLeuTsHea]ld
WSS QSTLBISW6TaTerTy. GMILUTES, SImlilm  eUmLp&Hs,
afleugmuwin, BFeueTd, Bmlew @i, QsTPHMmFTemen  T&HUTH
GUTEOTMEUMEMM MOWINTHES G&HME0oTL.  LIMLLIL&HET SFMMIFGLP6V

et Fenag allen6me] & eme6rT 6T(h & 318 &L (H 5 6T M 60T .

"GLPelweL efllnTFeTD @ 6VEHEEH WS B 6V 060115 60T-G) W MHems 2 Memeu
OLWIOTSHES G&EMeoT(h LLLIL|SGM6T 0@ LITJen6euWwIms
euemihglemengl. SO G evsTBNWmISefev GLedlwel & ihgemeurTs 6T
GM&EES USEFL FRIGHTON UMTDEHEME @uMeansCWT®

Q&TeTI(FIHS QS TLTMLF &1L 19.8 &ITL (b S 6dTmeor.”s

@Qm@ Befear @QeERWSTHET WHHBWL uUmseTllL, &mm&FELoeu
HpEfemerenl Qeumild  “‘@umens Ple”  eeTm  Blemevulev
BIMISHTINN, & Wells eUmpauTsTrm, eefleusFmuid, 2 6ore),
QUTBETTSTILD LDMMILD Fepd UMPGCaIT(H QSTLIL6ML WIS 6T6TLIMNS

QaueflliL(B & SIS TGSLD.
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@QUIMENTH CUETHIGEMET AHSHIMEHL LWeTUBSSID Fepsds SjemnLlienL
AL FALILSET epeuld Heleor @6evEHSHIUID GHMIFGL06v eNLWILIL|6oTT6em6
2 (HUTHEGSHMS. @55 65 LiemLLIL| & 6T QUMTFSFHELLD
QUMM &ML LUMSI&HTHS @6 600TLq UL QLIMTMILIL]600T [J60)6U
gOLUBSSIHReTmeT. GMILILITG, @emerwl SHemevnenmuilerflLd LoD
TSSO, Bengsd CFLISEH6, Llemmeigs LIWeTLTL L5 &ME 56,
2 WifleoTmiGBemerll  UMSISBTHEH0 CUMTn)  Q&FW6LIT(H 5688 TeoT

NP evoTTem6d §)6v& & WLSH 60T eUWITES gHUMBSS (LLGU|LD.

&) I &F G LP6V Lm&I& MU m & meor @) 6V 8 &\ W & B) 60T

LmIgefLIL LD SF6e& &\ Ih 560 60TS @5 LD

FOMEGLO UTHSTLL eTeTUS THFler QuUmMILIL] WL (HILD6V6Y;
R6UGGUM[H SeofllneollGenfledr Fepsll QUTMILILITSD  eMBMSI.
QUAUMTmILILemTTenel 2 ([(HeUTHGaH @QeSERNWSEHMESG WHSWLI
LUM@E o 6mensg. @esHWd  eflsd barsamnss Q5THeusmey,
FONFGSGL UMsIsTll &Mss  dlgerienea  oinlaflwiey
FHEHEUVGEHLET @)6N600THS 2 0TI LLTILNMS N&SHETILID Q& meoor(h)

Q&F606VL (LPIQULD.

sUU QesHW I QUMMSGWTH @6MeuTHeH 6UTLDEMIG
WL MISSIHMSI. FHS @eVERUISH 6T Hleneoord CaHTL UMM, HleVLOLD
LN& & @B LD 6260T GM TG L ITEOT M) Q& TLIL60)LUI6UT&6IT 6TEOT LI &
dHHSESHTLOHORMSI. HHEGSMET MY WMMIN  Gel6TTeoorem L0 Ul 6or
(WPEHERWSHGHMS THSSMIGHRMS. UTFHWTT Gumerm meleor
&Hall@eh s erletr Liem L LIL]&efanin @uiMmens LG MTeT Qybbs FHLML 6L 8
&ITeooT (PILHMG. @e6UeummmerT @evsSHIWLl Umguflub @) eTemmul
FMHMIF G LO6V LMSISTLIL& QFWeLLIT(H&HEHEH S &H([HSH LIV
99 SHHETINMTH eMDUIGH Tl UIS).
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LUM&&THSH, Wwenpbl GCoaflisen, Q@QUMemnd  Ceal6rTTeoorenLDem Ul
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o WfleoTmIGemeTLl LUMSHI&HTES6, &L06)|H6m6T (LNemMUITEH GLO6VTE0T60)L0

Q&FGH6V CLITETM [H60IL (LM M 6T ) 6UG) UL T 60T M 60T.

Guaild, UeTerfl Wmmih sHevarnfles sevalluley Sl @)6VE S WSS 6T
@QUMHNEEF FHSHMTHMETE SHMHMIFGGL600 HVaIGWT(H @) 6me6vorLiLI
LIWLISDI TS T8 @) (H& G LD. FhIs @)6V&HH WIS S 60T H)et600Ts GaMLLIMTL 60
LDITEOOTEUJ 6T SMHMIGQSGTETERICLMSI, 3I& Qeaumild  @6evEHEHIus
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@SR WS HeValemUIULD FeNs L QUITMILIEMLIUL|LD 62(HMHIG) 60)600T8 & LD.

W96y
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@Qumens Wefls eumpeledmbs emCUNEIL flsslul Lesnss

Qs flwelevemev. FmIs @eVERUISH T BHHeneooTd: CGHITLLIMGH), DML
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LOMMILD Blevaumhenealll LUHe| QFWILD @evsHUImGeT eTerd &LOlLleor
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@eVEHIW L @WmensCWT(h @ ememrhs aumballulsy &Flbsemerenlls
QETLIbHG QeueflliLBR &S aubSi6Tens.

Befeor &HMVEHTHL GSHTPEINWINMTESHE MMIN  HSEFLOUILDTE 860607
allemeTeUms @UIMenNd GU6TMHISGET GLIHLOETeN6L LTS &8 LLI(H S 60T meor.
@mbblemevuiley UPHSLALDL @evsHumisGeflev SmeoorliLI(hl @UMens
Fribhs eumpellwey wWHILILGmeT WLGLGLUS ISeuSwnmSHmsl.
@WMmens eTeTLG NeflGes@GL LueTUGLD 6@h 6uerld oL (HLD6V6V;
neoflFeofledT  auMbemals SMHIG BINHGL 2 UWITFGL  aaTLemS

@)6V5 D WLITHIS 6T 2_600T [ 55 35159 60T (60T .

6TeoTGoU, “@UMemSBemWL LIMSISTLILG 66T IS I&HMev Lo6olls
GUTDEMGUL] LMSISTLLUSTGSGID”? 6T60Tm 2 eoorJemel )68 5 W5 S 6ot
aPtlumeg Wwaseafllld 2 (haumss Gealecor(hld. FhI&H @)6V85H WSS 6T
@QWMmensCHWID WMo Befer  @eVHERWSHET  &MHMIF G060
aNPlLILjeooT 6] WHU @ TeoTemLU|ID @)eMeoTHSIL LTS GLEUTS),
BleMELWITET  GUETIFFRGGID HFHMEGL UTHSTUNNGWL Sl
@eVEHWID GO G555 FHHeM60T QUETEHMS QULDHIGRMS 6T60TLIS
QsefleumrSmsl.
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